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To the numerous allusions that have been made in the 
press to the exhibit of artificial stones at the Paris Exposi¬ 
tion, is probably due the popular error that confounds the 
word “artificial " with the word “ imitation." Not a single 
artificial diamond, nibv or sapphire was shown; but there 
were some hundreds of exhibits of imitation stones from 
France, Austria, 11ungarv and Germany. The term “arti¬ 
ficial ” can be correctly applied only to a gem that is arti¬ 
ficially made; whereas, the term “imitation" covers all 
glass and such other productions. 

C( > A 1 MV A ST E COMMISSI ON. 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has appointed a 
commission, consisting of j. 11 . Price, E. B. Coxe and P. W. 
Sheafer, to consider the question of coal waste in the state 
of Pennsylvania. 'Phis commission has divided the subject 
into three heads, viz: Geological and statistical waste; 
Waste of producing and marketing, and Utilization of coal- 
waste. The circular-letter containing the above divisions 
and subdivisions has been addressed by the commissioners, 
together with a special letter, to a number of individuals 
and editors, in order to obtain on the subject every possible 
information. This action recalls the committee which was 
appointed by the American Institute of Mining Engineers, 
at its first meeting, held in Wilkesbarre, May 16. 1871, when 
R. P. Roth well read a paper on " The Waste in Coal 
Mining," and, “ at the conclusion of the discussion of Mr. 
Roth well’s paper, a committee was appointed, consisting of 
Messrs. E. B. Coxe, Thos. S. McNair, Daniel Hoffman, E. 
Gan jot, R. P. Roth well and Win. B. Hicks, to consider and 
report upon waste in coal mining.” 

Although Air. Roth well had opened his remarks by 
characterising' the inquiry as a subject “of the greatest 
possible importance to the industries we represent,” and 
added, “ it is a fact, which many of you can certify to, that 
we are wasting fully one-half of all the coal in the veins we are 
now working, and there are cases which might be mentioned 
where this proportion, immense as it is, has been greatly 



300 


Coal- iVas/r Commission. 


rj. f. i„ 

exceeded;" with the exception of a preliminary report—(very 
preliminary)---sketching the method of going to work, at the 
Bethlehem meeting, in August of the same year, this com¬ 
mittee never reported, though, from time to time, the sub¬ 
ject came up; as in J. W. Harden’s paper on the wasting of 
coals at the mines, in the Boston meeting of February ig, 
1873, in the discussion of J. Price Wetherill's paper on 
“Anthracite Coal Mining in Schuylkill County,” at the Phila¬ 
delphia meeting of October, 1876, and, incidentally, in a, 
paper by W. P. Shinn, on “The Advance of Mining and 
Metallurgical Art,” at the Philadelphia annual meeting of 
February, 1881. 

In fact, it got to be one of the perennial jokes of the 
A.I.M.E meetings to allude to the report of the Committee 
on Coal Waste. 

The reason for the dilatoriness of this committee was 
never generally understood. Subsequently, in 188 r, a report 
on coal waste (A2) was made by Franklin Platt, from the 
geological survey of the state ; and a chapter was devoted 
to the subject by Dr. II. M. Chance, in report AC. (1883!, 
under the general title of coal-mining. 

These, and several other treatises on the subject, have 
repeatedly called the attention of engineers to the reckless 
misuse of the bounties of Nature, hut without the result of 
extinguishing the evil. 

The results of the commission will be looked for with 
much interest, both bv scientific men and consumers of 
coal. 

The ability of the commissioners appointed is unques¬ 
tioned. F. 



